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COMPANY PROFILE

SAOTA, a leading firm of architects is driven
by the dynamic combination of Stefan
Antoni, Philip Olmesdahl, Greg Truen,
Phillippe Fouché and Mark Bullivant who
share a potent vision easily distinguished in
their design.
This, paired with both an innovative
and dedicated approach to the design,
documentation and execution of projects
globally, has seen SAOTA become an
internationally sought-after brand.
SAOTA has a global footprint with projects
on six continents.
We have a clear
understanding of the place of design in
the world and how to deliver architectural
projects in diverse markets.
This success is driven by a design
philosophy that connects function and form,
and the pursuit of true architectural design
to create appropriate solutions.

The focus on achieving maximum value has
also led to global invitations to design, build
and create highly prestigious projects.
The philosophy of practice is embodied in
the spirit of enquiry that flourishes amongst
its staff. This spirit not only guides the firm,
but enables it to maintain its position as
definitive designers in a highly competitive
and fast-changing industry. Increased
exposure to the global marketplace has
seen SAOTA flourish as cities and contexts
allow for infinite inspiration which can be
seen radiating from the approach to design.
SAOTA is also focused on using the most
current computer technology in its design
process, both to understand the design and
to communicate the design to our clients. To
this end we are world leaders in the use of
Revit and have also developed virtual reality
tools for use in our process.

We strive to promote a service marked by excellence both
in our buildings and in addressing the needs of our clients,
with the focus on high standards & elegance.
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KINGSWAY TOWER

Lagos Nigeria
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KINGSWAY TOWER
Lagos Nigeria

A striking office building in a busy commercial
area comprising basement parking, ground
floor retail and restaurants and offices. The
façade is covered by a screen to add both
aesthetic value and shading, limiting the
amount of direct sunlight.
This iconic tower is positioned within the
heart of a busy commercial node in the
affluent Ikoyi district in Lagos, Nigeria. The
building is designed as a mixed use high rise
comprising basement parking, ground floor
retail and multi-level offices.
The podium, a bold undulating coffered slab,
curves up towards the main entrance corner
as if to frame and shelter the restless activity
below. The climatically responsive Kingsway
Tower is strategically orientated in a north

south position to reduce the solar load. The
striking façade consists of an innovative
shading screen and greenery along its
spine enabling a more controlled interior
environment and importantly establishing a
distinct aesthetic value to allow the building
to maintain a distinct identity in a rapidly
transforming surrounding.
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KIRSCH PHARMA

Bissendorf Germany
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KIRSCH PHARMA
Bissendorf Germany

A new conceptual design for Kirsch Pharma
production site in Bissendorf, Germany.
Attention was placed on the different use and
detail of materials, textures and transparency
to refine the design of each façade.
Tying the components of the production site
together with a sculptural canopy element
and drawing attention to the arrival point
through innovative use of form and lighting.
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SALES CENTRE

Chongqing China
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SALES CENTRE

Chongqing China
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APEX

London United Kingdom
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APEX

London United Kingdom
Located in Ealing, London, this high
rise residential building has a distinctive
silhouette.

COMMERCIAL AND RETAIL

FOCUS

Dakar Senegal
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FOCUS

Dakar Senegal
A 5800m2 seven story office building for a West
African media company (Focus), designed
by SAOTA in 2011, offering Basement and
Ground Floor parking a restaurant, crèche
building and reception on ground floor, office
space First to and 7th floor, a 5th floor gym
and Focus’ private offices and front and rear
terraces on the 6th and 7th floors.
The charcoal grey aluminum façade brise
soleil on the front and rear façade was
inspired by the West African woven cloth.
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A 25-storey hotel, conference centre and apartment building
located on a tight urban site overlooking the Boulevard de Gaulle.
The main hotel pool deck is elevated eight storeys above
street level, providing dramatic lagoon and city views.
STATUS: Under Construction

HOTEL ABIDJAN

Abidjan Ivory Coast
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ALEX JUNCTION

Johannesburg South Africa
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ALEX JUNCTION
Johannesburg South Africa

The site is situated on two parcels of land,
bounded by Second Avenue, Third Avenue
and Watt Street, and has historically been
used as a taxi rank. Alexandra Township is
one of South Africa’s oldest townships and
contributes to many facets of urban life in
Johannesburg.
The site is close to the highway and is
positioned on the main entry point into
Alexandra. Historically there have been
shops along Watt Street and Second Avenue
and as such the site is the town centre.
Block A houses the holding rank as well
as the long-distance rank which connects
Alexandra to other towns in Southern Africa.
This building also houses the administration
facilities of the taxi organisations and has

workshop and washing spaces. Trading
stalls face onto the colonnade that runs along
Second Avenue.
Block B holds the retail component with its
shops, mall space, service basement and
the taxi rank. A small square faces onto Third
Avenue with a food court facing onto it.
The food court and square connects with the
community in a more informal manner; linking
the building with its vibrant surroundings.
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BAKU		

Baku

Azerbaijan
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BAKU
Baku

Azerbaijan

A
nine
storey
apartment
building
compromising of four levels of apartments
and duplex penthouses. It also includes an
entertainment area, a spa and business
lounges.
The building presents a rich, active and
exciting façade to the street whilst respecting
the limits of the urban block and thus providing
cohesion within the greater urban fabric.
Its façade is layered with visually active
architectural screens which both define the
limits of the block and provide transparency
to the retail and hospitality functions within.
Dramatic openings are carved out of this skin
at key entry points to provide generous visual
and physical access to the interior.

Once inside the visitor is drawn into a
dynamic retail experience fashioned from
rich layerings of natural landscaping,
growing walls, water-features and multilevel restaurants – all held together around
a sculptural central piazza criss-crossed by
dramatic bridges.
Natural light floods deep into the interior
from a soaring glass-canopy which offers
tantalising glimpses of the towering office
and residential blocks above.
Dramatically poised above a landscaped
podium the tower block rise as dynamic and
contemporary urban icons.
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MTN HEADQUARTERS

Abidjan Ivory Coast
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MTN HEADQUARTERS

Abidjan Ivory Coast

The architectural design is inspired by its
location in the coastal tropical forest region
of West Africa where an abundance of trees
form continuous forest roof canopies.
Traditionally
known
as
overhanging
roof architecture this has been given a
contemporary interpretation.
The roof plane is horizontal floating on
slender steel columns and covering both
contained and external spaces. Covered
external spaces become the veranda’s or
threshold spaces between the interiors and
the exteriors.
Even with strong tropical downpours these
veranda spaces will be able to be utilised to
congregated and relax.
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A design for company
headquarters in Luanda.
Facilities include
conferencing, public meeting
areas and boardrooms.

DT2		

Luanda Angola
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OCULUS		 Stockholm Sweden
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OCULUS

Stockholm Sweden
A boutique hotel coupled with premium
penthouse suites right on the water’s edge
in Sweden.
The design comprises of a stacked block
typology that sits on top of a dramatic, planted
undulating plinth that creates a walk-able
connection from the forest right to the water’s
edge. The building is entirely punctured with
a circular opening that shifts according to the
programme of each floor.
This resulted in a dramatic atrium that one
experiences at the entrance, and creates a
visually interesting oculus that is reminiscent
of a camera lens when looking upwards –
also allowing for natural light to penetrate
deep into the core of the building.
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IDOWU MARTINS

Lagos Nigeria

An 18-storey office tower located on Victoria Island, which is a fast
developing area for commerce and banking.
The high-rise design responded to the island’s history, the
surrounds and the climate by utilising a series of sensitively
scaled geometries vertically separated by lush planting to mediate
the scale of the tall structure.
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This mixed-use building is redesign of an
existing structure of a stalled project along
Ozumba Mbadiwe Road in Lagos, Nigeria.
The lagoon, on which the site looks onto, affords
the skyline of VictoriaIsland to be visible from
a greater distance and therefore provides an
opportunity for iconic buildings to become the
recognisable image of Lagos.

THE WAVES

Lagos Nigeria

HOTELS AND RESORTS

RIVERSIDE

Guangzhou China

HOTELS AND RESORTS
RIVERSIDE
Guangzhou China

The picturesque site of Riverside is situated
along a river and nestled below a series of
mountains that has become a popular holiday
destination in this rural setting of Zhongshan.
The design of the holiday hub that is
completely immersed with nature, includes
offices, multi-use buildings, a hotel with a
gym and spa.
The landscape architect, GreenInc was part
of the design process from the start to ensure
the architecture is fully immersed with the
landscape.
The design is barely seen from the South,
only planted roofs, skylights and water
features are hints of the architecture. The
northern façade, on the other hand, opens

to the riverside with a series of ramps and
steps. Viewing pods along the walkway
create pause moments that weave together
the landscape and the architecture..
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ADAPTIVE REUSE

Dubai

UAE
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ADAPTIVE REUSE

Dubai UAE

A 50,000sqm commercial & retail precinct in
the heart of Dubai, was designed to celebrate
the rich cultural and architectural heritage
of the region, through an ‘adaptive reuse”
aesthetic.
Numerous small shops and studios are set
around wider public spaces to create a rich
and varied urban tapestry.
This design aesthetic seeks to blend
vernacular fabric with contemporary urban
working and living so as to create rich and
layered architecture that moves away from
the conventional mall experience towards a
vibrant and culture-inspired retail precinct.
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WEST PARK

Dubai

UAE
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WEST PARK

Dubai UAE

A large-scale mixed-use retail development
in the heart of Dubai. Drawing on a
multitude of urban precedents both
regional and international, the concept was
for a contemporary design-driven urban
experience.
Far from your typical mall, this development
was to be built in a park, focused on a 30m
tall sculpture, ringed by a canal and had to
incorporate an arts district, varying types of
retail and a Crayola-themed entertainment
park, all with minimal air-conditioning and
vehicular circulation.
The experience is deliberately rich – with
a complex layering of aesthetics and
programme woven together with a cutting
edge approach to servicing and circulation.
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CITY PARK

Dubai

UAE
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CITY PARK

Dubai UAE

Designed as part of City Walk precinct, by
Meraas, City Park was intended to be an
active mixed-use space within a greater
urban park environment; a “city in the park”
not “park in the city.”
This park space is to become the green social
& recreational space for the surrounding
residential developments by Meraas, an
alternative to the more urban City Walk
commercial development on the adjacent
site.
The project team envisioned this development
as a “derelict industrial building fabric,
taken over by nature and then rejuvenated
and repopulated with urban life”; it draws
inspiration from major international urban
rejuvenation projects such as the New

York Meat Packing District. The precinct is
continuously active - with office and studio
spaces busy by day whilst espresso bars
and craft foods provide an inspiring setting
for socialising and relaxation by night.
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PENINSULA STORE

Dubai

UAE
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PENINSULA STORE

Dubai UAE

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipiscing elit. Sed elit est, porttitor sed
ultrices ac, porta et sapien. Aenean convallis
dictum elit quis tempus. Mauris sagittis purus
massa, in dictum nisi ornare nec.
Vestibulum consectetur ipsum neque, id
cursus lacus imperdiet nec. Phasellus at urna
at odio faucibus feugiat. Suspendisse potenti.
Sed lacinia auctor diam eu pellentesque.
Morbi consequat pharetra lorem a tincidunt.
Donec lobortis tellus eu justo malesuada
luctus.
Ut nec odio et purus ullamcorper iaculis.
Vivamus eu turpis metus. Vestibulum
venenatis ipsum id lacus ultrices tempor.
Duis non luctus sapien. Aliquam finibus, ex
quis volutpat ultricies, sapien justo vulputate

nisl, vitae posuere ipsum eros eu purus.
Maecenas mollis faucibus felis nec vehicula.
Sed et commodo felis. Suspendisse sit amet
vulputate nibh. Quisque eget magna lacus. In
elementum sit amet dolor et fringilla. Vivamus
vel neque eget nulla venenatis gravida ac ac
orci. Quisque egestas ut quam eu convallis.
Curabitur erat justo, aliquam in libero
non, ullamcorper sodales nulla. Aenean
purus purus, placerat vitae sapien nec,
condimentum tincidunt massa. Mauris at
quam ante. Donec in pretium est
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BRANCHES

Lagos Nigeria
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BRANCHES

Lagos Nigeria

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipiscing elit. Sed elit est, porttitor sed
ultrices ac, porta et sapien. Aenean convallis
dictum elit quis tempus. Mauris sagittis purus
massa, in dictum nisi ornare nec.
Vestibulum consectetur ipsum neque, id
cursus lacus imperdiet nec. Phasellus at urna
at odio faucibus feugiat. Suspendisse potenti.
Sed lacinia auctor diam eu pellentesque.
Morbi consequat pharetra lorem a tincidunt.
Donec lobortis tellus eu justo malesuada
luctus.
Ut nec odio et purus ullamcorper iaculis.
Vivamus eu turpis metus. Vestibulum
venenatis ipsum id lacus ultrices tempor.
Duis non luctus sapien. Aliquam finibus, ex
quis volutpat ultricies, sapien justo vulputate

nisl, vitae posuere ipsum eros eu purus.
Maecenas mollis faucibus felis nec vehicula.
Sed et commodo felis. Suspendisse sit amet
vulputate nibh. Quisque eget magna lacus. In
elementum sit amet dolor et fringilla. Vivamus
vel neque eget nulla venenatis gravida ac ac
orci. Quisque egestas ut quam eu convallis.
Curabitur erat justo, aliquam in libero
non, ullamcorper sodales nulla. Aenean
purus purus, placerat vitae sapien nec,
condimentum tincidunt massa. Mauris at
quam ante. Donec in pretium est
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ILUPEJU

Niamey Niger

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Sed elit est,
porttitor sed ultrices ac, porta et sapien. Aenean convallis dictum elit
quis tempus. Mauris sagittis purus massa, in dictum nisi ornare nec.
Vestibulum consectetur ipsum neque, id cursus lacus imperdiet nec.
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DOWNTOWN

Dubai UAE

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Sed elit est,
porttitor sed ultrices ac, porta et sapien. Aenean convallis dictum elit
quis tempus. Mauris sagittis purus massa, in dictum nisi ornare nec.
Vestibulum consectetur ipsum neque, id cursus lacus imperdiet nec.
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AKWA

Douala Cameroon

A mixed-use development in downtown Douala, Cameroon with retail,
conferencing, offices and a hotel.
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CLUBHOUSE

Douala Gabon

Designed for the new Gary Player golf course’s clubhouse, the
building exhibits strong horizontals, interrupted by the environment
as it pushes in and through the building mass. This approach
produced a design in harmony with the surroundings.
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SILVERCREST
Cape Town South Africa

Uplifting of an existing shopping centre with
a new façade.
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LEKKI

Lagos Nigeria

In Ikoyi, Lagos, the Sky Mall is a sophisticated lifestyle centre. Open
volumes allow ample natural light into the building and the outer skin opens
up strategically to reveal views over the lagoon.
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SEA PLAZA

Dakar

Senegal
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SEA PLAZA

Dakar Senegal

Directly linked to the Radisson Blu Hotel is
the Sea Plaza lifestyle Centre which is a
complex of high-end retail shopping, spa and
upmarket apartments. The centre also hosts
3 cinemas and a bowling alley.
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LAGUNE

Abidjan Ivory Coast
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LAGUNE

Abidjan Ivory Coast
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipiscing elit. Sed elit est, porttitor sed
ultrices ac, porta et sapien. Aenean convallis
dictum elit quis tempus. Mauris sagittis purus
massa, in dictum nisi ornare nec.
Vestibulum consectetur ipsum neque, id
cursus lacus imperdiet nec. Phasellus at urna
at odio faucibus feugiat. Suspendisse potenti.
Sed lacinia auctor diam eu pellentesque.
Morbi consequat pharetra lorem a tincidunt.
Donec lobortis tellus eu justo malesuada
luctus.
Ut nec odio et purus ullamcorper iaculis.
Vivamus eu turpis metus. Vestibulum
venenatis ipsum id lacus ultrices tempor.
Duis non luctus sapien. Aliquam finibus, ex
quis volutpat ultricies, sapien justo vulputate

nisl, vitae posuere ipsum eros eu purus.
Maecenas mollis faucibus felis nec vehicula.
Sed et commodo felis. Suspendisse sit amet
vulputate nibh. Quisque eget magna lacus. In
elementum sit amet dolor et fringilla. Vivamus
vel neque eget nulla venenatis gravida ac ac
orci. Quisque egestas ut quam eu convallis.
Curabitur erat justo, aliquam in libero
non, ullamcorper sodales nulla. Aenean
purus purus, placerat vitae sapien nec,
condimentum tincidunt massa. Mauris at
quam ante. Donec in pretium est
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THQ

Dakar

Senegal
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THQ

Dakar Senegal
Situated within the SAOTA designed
Waterfront precinct, the iconic screen and
cantilevering roof focuses on the 180 degree
sea views from Route de la Corniche.
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WYNWOOD

Miami USA

A mixed-use development in one of Miami’s
up-and-coming neighbourhoods.
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MAGIC CITY

Miami USA

An adaptive reuse project, proposing strategies for the development of two existing industrial
buildings in Wynwood – Miami’s trendiest neighbourhood and the centre of art and design
in the city. The architectural expression makes a tongue-in-cheek reference to Wynwood’s
graffiti-covered walls, the industrial character of the area as well as Miami’s Art Deco history.
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CSE HQ

Dakar

Senegal
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CSE HQ

Dakar Senegal

A corporate headquarter in Diamniadio,
Dakar Senegal. The building, essentially
administrative, intends to accommodate
approximately 130 employees while allowing
for expansion in the near future. A central
atrium was specifically requested as part of
the main architectural concept of the design.
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FUTURE EXOTIC

South Africa
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FUTURE EXOTIC

South Africa

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipiscing elit. Sed elit est, porttitor sed
ultrices ac, porta et sapien. Aenean convallis
dictum elit quis tempus. Mauris sagittis purus
massa, in dictum nisi ornare nec.
Vestibulum consectetur ipsum neque, id
cursus lacus imperdiet nec. Phasellus at urna
at odio faucibus feugiat. Suspendisse potenti.
Sed lacinia auctor diam eu pellentesque.
Morbi consequat pharetra lorem a tincidunt.
Donec lobortis tellus eu justo malesuada
luctus.
Ut nec odio et purus ullamcorper iaculis.
Vivamus eu turpis metus. Vestibulum
venenatis ipsum id lacus ultrices tempor.
Duis non luctus sapien. Aliquam finibus, ex
quis volutpat ultricies, sapien justo vulputate

nisl, vitae posuere ipsum eros eu purus.
Maecenas mollis faucibus felis nec vehicula.
Sed et commodo felis. Suspendisse sit amet
vulputate nibh. Quisque eget magna lacus. In
elementum sit amet dolor et fringilla. Vivamus
vel neque eget nulla venenatis gravida ac ac
orci. Quisque egestas ut quam eu convallis.
Curabitur erat justo, aliquam in libero
non, ullamcorper sodales nulla. Aenean
purus purus, placerat vitae sapien nec,
condimentum tincidunt massa. Mauris at
quam ante. Donec in pretium est
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LUME BEAUTY ATELIER

Cape Town South Africa

COMMERCIAL AND RETAIL
LUME BEAUTY ATELIER

Cape Town South Africa

At Lume Beauty Atelier serenity meets city
glamour. This boutique, high end salon
situated in the vibrant De Waterkant district
of Cape Town is luxury personified with an
edgy and contemporary city feel.
Designed to give visitors a tranquil experience
in high fashion, modern surroundings,
we created a space where vibrancy and
tranquillity co-exist in a carefully planned
juxtaposition.
The unique concept of a high end fashion hair
salon and nail bar combined with a treatment
spa challenged the designers to combine
elements that can create both excitement
and a sense of serenity.

The energetic rhythm of the graphic on the
outside shop front reveals a glamorous
reception foyer where monochromatic tones
were used to bring calmness to the interior,
complimented by luxurious textures and a
richness created by the layering of finishes.
French oak, rose gold, brass and white veined
marble with accents of black throughout
creates a sense of luxury that enfolds you as
you enter the spa.
Incorporating a hair salon, nail bar, three
treatment rooms, a medispa and colour lab,
clever and innovative design was needed to
optimise the small space of 217m². Working
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SALT DELI & BAKERY

Cape Town South Africa
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SALT DELI & BAKERY

Cape Town South Africa

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipiscing elit. Sed elit est, porttitor sed
ultrices ac, porta et sapien. Aenean convallis
dictum elit quis tempus. Mauris sagittis purus
massa, in dictum nisi ornare nec.
Vestibulum consectetur ipsum neque, id
cursus lacus imperdiet nec. Phasellus at urna
at odio faucibus feugiat. Suspendisse potenti.
Sed lacinia auctor diam eu pellentesque.
Morbi consequat pharetra lorem a tincidunt.
Donec lobortis tellus eu justo malesuada
luctus.
Ut nec odio et purus ullamcorper iaculis.
Vivamus eu turpis metus. Vestibulum
venenatis ipsum id lacus ultrices tempor.
Duis non luctus sapien. Aliquam finibus, ex
quis volutpat ultricies, sapien justo vulputate

nisl, vitae posuere ipsum eros eu purus.
Maecenas mollis faucibus felis nec vehicula.
Sed et commodo felis. Suspendisse sit amet
vulputate nibh. Quisque eget magna lacus. In
elementum sit amet dolor et fringilla. Vivamus
vel neque eget nulla venenatis gravida ac ac
orci. Quisque egestas ut quam eu convallis.
Curabitur erat justo, aliquam in libero
non, ullamcorper sodales nulla. Aenean
purus purus, placerat vitae sapien nec,
condimentum tincidunt massa. Mauris at
quam ante. Donec in pretium est

COMMERCIAL AND RETAIL

YUPPIECHEF

Cape Town South Africa
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YUPPIECHEF

Cape Town South Africa

Leading online retailer Yuppiechef opened
their first official physical store in Cape Town
in October 2017. The new store, designed
by ARRCC, opened at the Willowbridge
Shopping Centre in Tyger Valley.
Speaking on the store design, ARRCC
Director Jon Case says that the brief was
exciting yet challenging at the same time.
“Yuppiechef asked us to take a brand that
has flourished in a digital space for 11 years
and bring it to life in the physical sense. Most
brands undertake this process in the opposite
direction, so the brief was relatively unique.”
Case says that the store has a warm feel
with natural timbers and smoky undertones.
“The materials are raw in nature and create

a perfect balance between luxury and an
industrial edge. The store was designed to
be approachable yet allowing the products
to stand out.” The design also boasts a
functional test kitchen as well as a ‘genius
bar’ where consumers can connect with the
online store and continue their shopping
experience, select an address for delivery or
update their Yuppiechef profiles.
Customers can also set up a wedding
registry in-store, subscribe to a monthly food,
craft beer or wine subscription or have a gift
beautifully wrapped with Yuppiechef style.
According to Yuppiechef, the team spent an
inordinate amount of time considering how
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BALDUCCI Cape Town South Africa
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BALDUCCI

Cape Town South Africa
Balduccis restaurant serves a blend of
Californian and Mediterranean style food. It is
located in Cape Town’s top tourist attraction,
the Victoria and Albert Waterfront, which lies
below the iconic 7th Wonder of the Natural
World, Table Mountain.

new, fresh look while retaining the integrity
and history of the Balduccis identity, quality
and loyal customer base. ARRCC decided
to strip apart the current brand, trimming the
excess that had built up over the years to get
to Balduccis essence.

The views are arresting, the food creative,
traditional, and evocative of memorable
“home-cooked” meals, but it is the atmosphere
created by the interior design and décor that
has established Balduccis as a favourite on
the Cape dining scene.

This meant that they had to remove 95% of
the existing interior to completely redesign
the space. They decided to focus on the
integrity of the materials used within the
space to create a sense of authenticity and
used raw steel, warm oak, bronze mirrors,
brass and stone washed dusty colours to
give the interior an edge.

20 years after we designed the original
interiors for Balduccis, we redesigned the
space, losing nothing of the intimacy and
unique personality, but adding new layers
to the character that only serve to enhance
the experience. The brief was to create a

The hope was that this would also appeal to
a wider target market as the space feels welltravelled, aged and contemporary all at the
same time. The main focus was for existing

COMMERCIAL AND RETAIL
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SINGLE RESIDENTIAL

OVD 919		 Cape Town South Africa

SINGLE RESIDENTIAL
OVD 919

Cape Town South Africa
The site is positioned on the mountain ridge
below Lions Head with views of Robben
Island to the North and Camps Bay and the
Twelve Apostles to the South.
Working with a relatively steep site and the
fact that the southern boundary is shared
with a National Park, the design took on a
sensitive approach. The secondary spaces
were positioned at the lower levels with care
taken to limit excavation.
From the road these levels are concealed
by a large North facing landscape wall – its
customised angular design achieves a natural
result. Strategically positioned penetrations
within the landscape wall permit natural light
and ventilation to the rooms beyond but
glazing is set back and thereby concealed.

The building is limited to only two storeys
above the ridge. The main living areas, pool
terrace and garden are below with the family
bedrooms strategically positioned at the
uppermost level for privacy.
The ‘layering’ of the house permits different
experiences in different spaces. From the
main stairs the linearity of the customised
cast bronze coffee bar leads one into the
‘heart of the home’ - the Kitchen. The
Kitchen in turn spills into the Dining Room
and the Summer Lounge with its high ceiling
of ribbed concrete.

SINGLE RESIDENTIAL

KLOOF 119A

Cape Town South Africa

SINGLE RESIDENTIAL
KLOOF 119A
Cape Town South Africa

This SAOTA designed family home is
positioned below Lion’s Head; with views of
Table Mountain, Lion’s Head, Signal Hill, the
city of Cape Town and the mountains of the
Boland and the winelands in the distance,
the architecture is shaped to take in as much
of the surrounding as is possible.
The strongest gesture is the inverted pyramid
roof which creates a clerestory window
around the upper level. It allows the building
to open up, capturing views of Table Mountain
and Lion’s Head that would otherwise have
been lost.
This has also opened up views of the sky
bringing the sun and moon into the home,
heightening the connection to nature and its
cycles.

The house presents a stone wall, built in a
traditional Cape way, to the busy city street
that it sits on, revealing very little about its
interior. At night, the inverted pyramid roof
glows creating a giant lightbox adding to the
intrigue.
One enters the house through the large
metal front door, which sits between the
house proper and the stone wall, into a small
entrance lobby connected to a courtyard
garden. From this restrained quiet space a
few steps take you up into the living space
with its cinematic bold views over the city.

SINGLE RESIDENTIAL

STRADELLA

Los Angeles USA

SINGLE RESIDENTIAL
STRADELLA
Los Angeles USA

SAOTA’s first completed project in Los
Angeles, Stradella, is a remodel of an existing
1970’s house on a beautiful promontory in
Bel Air.
The original layout of site and dwelling were
well planned to ensure privacy from the street
and to address spectacular views over the
LA basin, capturing the full panorama from
Downtown to Century City, with mountains to
the east and ocean to the south.
On the client’s instruction to expunge all traces
of the original Spanish style architecture,
SAOTA decided to strip the existing house
back to its timber skeleton, maximize the
square footage and, by reinforcing or
extending where necessary, create generous
openings to draw the beautiful West Coast

light, the rolling vistas and the verdant
setting deep into the floorplan. This concept
of “inviting the outside in” encapsulates
the SAOTA approach, and at Stradella
these informed design decisions ranging
from space planning to façade design,
landscaping, lighting, window configuration
and shading details.

SINGLE RESIDENTIAL

BEYOND

Cape Town South Africa

SINGLE RESIDENTIAL
BEYOND

Cape Town South Africa
Beyond is a contemporary setting for life
and art, where the full comfort of a modern
home is potently married to an elemental
architecture drawn from its dramatic setting.
Perched on the shoulders of Lion’s Head,
the home, designed by SAOTA, springs from
a steep hillside that drops off to the famous
sequence of Clifton’s white beaches to the
Twelve Apostles beyond.
Entry from Nettleton Road - the most soughtafter street in South Africa - gives a carefully
composed impression of four lower stories
with tantalising glimpses of two more levels
towering above.
The lower levels play host to six generous
bedrooms, three of which can be interlinked

for a family suite, and to a double volume
entertainment space complete with spa,
games and cinema. Principal living is at
the very top of the building – an expansive,
double-height open plan space which houses
kitchen, bar, dining, living and family rooms
as well as a winter lounge, study and art
studio at a mezzanine level.
The glazed lines between inside and out peel
back to blur the boundaries in a continuous
transparent space which links a generous
back garden opening directly onto Table
Mountain National Park to a pool which
stretches out towards the sea in front

SINGLE RESIDENTIAL

SILVER PINEWOOD

LAKE HOUSE

DILIDO

BORA HEADQUARTERS

Situated in a unique residential area of
Moscow, this contemporary family residence
was designed as an array of spaces
configured around an internal courtyard,
roofed by a series of skylights to fill the home
with natural light.

A contemporary residence and office with
guest annex, on Lake Geneva, Switzerland.
Powerful sculptural forms and lines, and
the use of bold colours and sheer materials
result in a taut composition.colours and sheer
materials result in a taut composition.

The setting for this Miami house is on a pie
shaped lot on the southern tip of Dilido Island
with superb views of the islands, downtown
and South Beach. The house spills out onto
the longer, waterfront elevation and draws on
the jet-set lifestyle of Biscayne Bay, to evoke
the experience of being on the deck of a
super yacht.

This relaxed resort-style home and work
environment, a short flight from Germany,
blends into its surrounding bucolic landscape
through its use of form and locally inspired
materials.

Moscow Russia

Geneva Switzerland

Miami USA

Mallorca spain

MULTI RESIDENTIAL

EPIQUE

Bodrum Turkey

MULTI RESIDENTIAL
EPIQUE

Bodrum Turkey
Yalikavak, 18 kilometers from Bodrum, on the
Agean Coast. Considered to be one of the
most elite villages on the Bodrum Peninsula.
A contemporary residential development on
the prestigious coast of Yalikavak in Bodrum,
Turkey, redefining the concept of “personal
luxury” in this region. The project consists of
75 private villas, designed to capture a sense
of timeless luxury with a specific emphasis
on integration into the landscape.
These villas have a dedicated beach and
related clubhouse facilities, and share the
peninsula with a 100 berth marina, primarily
for villa owners.
STATUS: Under Construction

MULTI RESIDENTIAL

TEK

PUNE

LUXURY LIVING

ILORI

The development in the Mermoz-SacréCoeur district in Dakar is comprised of three
multi storey luxury apartment blocks: Tarou,
Encore and Kebe.

This contemporary development has luxury
duplexes, penthouses and apartments
organised around distinctive garden courts.
Amenities include: a gym, spa, clubhouse,
library, cinema and an amphitheatre.

Situated on a very steep hillside site this
development comprises four luxury villas
overlooking the northern shore of Koh Samui.
A combination of climactic conditions and the
need for privacy within a tight site informed
the expressive roof design.

The proposed six storey apartment building
is situated on the western edge of the iconic
Ikoyi Golf club in Lagos.

Dakar Senegal

Pune India

Koh Samui Thailand

Lagos Nigeria

HOTELS AND RESORTS

RADISSON BLU HOTEL

Dakar Senegal

HOTELS AND RESORTS
RADISSON BLU HOTEL
Dakar Senegal

Overlooking the Atlantic Ocean and tucked
away in the Fann Corniche, an area in the
south of the city that houses exclusive villas
and international embassies, the Radisson
Blu Hotel is a contemporary expression of
Senegalese style.
The hotel was commissioned by the
Teyliom Group and forms part of a larger
development that includes designer retail
stores, apartments, spas, cinemas and a
bowling alley.
The brief called for 180 suites, a fine-dining
restaurant, an all-day restaurant, conference
facilities, meeting rooms and admin facilities.
The site is accessed by the Route De la
Corniche Ouest and the historically significant

Place du Souvenir borders the site towards
the south. The corniche is an important public
facility and a condition of the development
was that the bulk of the building needed to
be developed below road level.
The angled diagram of the building was
developed to take full advantage of the ocean
views towards the west.
The dramatic entrance with quadruplevolume foyer space and spiral staircase is
the primary node connecting the rooms to
the pool and restaurant levels below, as well
as the conferencing facilities.

HOTELS AND RESORTS

POPENGUINE

COSTA RICA RESORT

ZILWA

HOTEL CONAKRY

The eco-village of Popenguine is a coastal
gem in Senegal. The site of a luxury resort,
the dramatic arrival vista reveals a signature
building emerging from the landscape.

The Hotel Suites are located in clusters; in a
variety of prime locations throughout the site.
Integration and experience of landscape is of
utmost importance.

Zilwa is a five star luxury hotel and residential
resort. Comprising two exclusive hotels,
marina restaurant and retail facilities, beach
and sports clubs, hillside villas and fractional
units.

The first in a roll out of a new three star branded
chain of hotels in West Africa. A strong and
sheer sculptural form. The bedrooms sit over a
crusty and raw base containing the Front of
House facilities including conference areas.

Popenguine Senegal

Costa Rica Central America

St Anne Island Seychelles

Conakry Guinea

HOTELS AND RESORTS

SINDIA CAMP

PORTONOVI

HOTEL POINTE-NOIRE

JARDIN HOTEL

A modern take on a tented African camp, this
retreat located on a private estate in Sinndia,
Senegal was designed around the striking
baobab trees. The play on sleek design with
rough materials allowed for an authentic yet
luxurious feel.

Set in a historic part of Montenegro, within
a greater development aimed at redefining
the existing hospitality industry, this Beach
Club facility and related apartments is an
interpretation of the past, inspired by local
medieval architecture.

A three star business hotel incorporating
public and conference facilities with distant
sea views.

A business hotel that includes a public and
conference facilities in a generous elevated
podium deck.

Sindia Senegal

Kumbor Montengro

Pointe-Noire Congo

Abidjan Ivory Coast

PUBLIC AND CULTURAL

MANKGAILE PRIMARY SCHOOL

Limpopo South Africa

PUBLIC AND CULTURAL
MANKGAILE PRIMARY SCHOOL
Limpopo South Africa

Sponsored by PetroSA, this school
commands the focal position in the village
of Mankgaile in Limpopo, and replaces a
rudimentary set of dilapidated buildings.
The site is on a commanding position
overlooking the village. Being the most
important building in the village and as
it will be used as the village community
centre, place of gathering and functions and
sporting events it was felt that the building
needed to have a presence and a stature
for the community. A formal and symmetrical
arrangement was felt to be most appropriate
to reinforce this aspect.
The school is arranged along a rear spine
acting virtually as a street connecting the
centre public square or Forum and the

two outer classroom courtyards. The main
entrance is through gates on the Southern
end of the spine. Being double volume in
height with portions permitting filtered light it
provides for a certain air of drama.
The Forum forms the centre and heart of the
school and opens onto the grand veranda
and covered loggia walkway overlooking the
sports field.
The colonnade is made up of steel posts
with a pergola of latte providing shade in the
afternoons and together with the filtered light
forms a very light and permeable layer to the
heavier and solid building behind. Toilets are
positioned to allow for easy access for school
or non-school events.

PUBLIC AND CULTURAL

WALLACEDENE

Cape Town South Africa

PUBLIC AND CULTURAL
WALLACEDENE
Cape Town South Africa

This project, still in concept phase, is located
in the eastern suburb of Wallacedene, the
poorest informal housing settlement in Cape
Town.
The brief was to design a multi-use community
centre for both early childhood development
and skills development training.
The building needed to accommodate a
number of classrooms for children between
the ages of one and five, as well as a multifunction school hall to be used after school
hours by members of the community.
The building will belong to the community,
which made it important to design a public
open space where the community can interact
with each other and their surrounding context.

The challenge was to create something that
is both secure and welcoming.
The triangular site is situated on a prominent
corner in the centre of the township. The
building has a grand, colourful presence with
a wall of children’s art fired onto ceramic tiles.
While creating a secure road edge, the
playfulness of the internal architecture is
hinted at through the classroom facade. The
built-up edges break away and lead you in,
under full sight of the glazed security office.

PUBLIC AND CULTURAL
UCT NEB

Cape Town South Africa
This building creates a focus to the Faculty
of Engineering and the Built Environment
within The University of Cape Town (UCT).
The elevations appear as tectonic plates in
response to Table Mountain. Large openings
visually connect the mountain to the learning
spaces.
The development includes primarily academic
offices and laboratories, as well as formal
and social learning spaces. Departments are
arranged around a southern-lit atrium and a
prominent east-west break in the building,
which allows views to the mountain. The
laboratories are situated on the western
edge of the building, while the southern and
eastern edges are predominantly used as
office space. The lower atrium and adjacent
courtyard are activated by a social learning

space on the entrance level that overlooks the
activities in the civil engineering laboratories
below.
The upper campus building vocabulary and
proportions are underlying in the architectural
palette, although they have been reinterpreted
and expressed in a more contemporary way.
Inspired by the mountains behind (and the
tectonic movement that created them), the
external walls are expressed as heavy plates
that delaminate towards the south, opening
the internal spaces towards the mountain
views, and allowing new connections to be
made to the campus fabric and landscape.
The prevalent UCT tiled roof is deconstructed
and expressed as planes that float over the
traditionally rendered walls

PUBLIC AND CULTURAL
NMMU

Port Elizabeth South Africa
Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University
is the largest Higher Education institution
in the Eastern and Southern Cape with an
enrolment of 27 000 students located over
six different campuses.
The proposed Business School is located on
a prominent site within an existing campus
in the centre of Port Elizabeth. The Business
School provides 4,500m2 of accommodation,
including auditoria, lecture venues and
syndicate rooms; classrooms, multi-media
facilities and departmental offices.
The design of the Business School focuses
on the visual and physical integration with
the existing campus. Vehicular access and
circulation patterns have been carefully
developed to enhance the extent and quality

Hotel

of the pedestrian realm. The proposed
uildings frame and punctuate the landscaped
spaces whilst providing shelter from prevailing
winds. The architectural response places
emphasis on the visual and material contrast
of adaptable, flexible learning spaces with
functionally specific venues.
The proposal aims to be environmentally
responsible through the use of shaded
façades, the collection of solar and wind
energy sources, water retention and
recycling and though natural ventilation of
internal spaces.

Business School

MASTER PLANNING

ABATTA

Abidjan Senegal

MASTER PLANNING
ABATTA

Abidjan Senegal
This residential estate is located on the
lagoon outside Abidjan, in an area with
several real estate programs in progress.
Designed around an identifiable system; the
hierarchy of roads and public open spaces
are easily accessible and recognisable by
the users.
The main axis roads, flanked with green
avenues for pedestrians and a commercial
sector, provide access to a large urban park
and clubhouse zone adjacent the lagoon.
Secondary roads branch off to access
the residential zones, comprising of a

combination of single and double storey villa
types and a series of private green spaces.
The villas are positioned strategically in
order to maximise privacy in a typically
dense development. There is a distinctive
architectural style of simple lines and white
solid forms, with intermittent timber panels,
screens and pergolas introduced to soften it.
The roofs are lifted and tilted to bring
natural light into the internal spaces,
as well as enhance the rhythm of the
roofs to avoid repetitiveness in this large
residential development.

MASTER PLANNING
SINDIA RESORT
Sindia Senegal

A structurally striking private resort placed on
the edge of a man made water feature in the
Senegalese countryside.
Inspired by the nomadic Fulbe architecture of
Senegal, Sindia forms part of a larger estate
in the Dakar desert.

MASTER PLANNING

One & Only Saint Géran
Villas
Master Plan

May 2017

EPIQUE

LANZERAC

MONT CHOISY

LE ST GERAN

Yalikavak, 18 kilomentre from Bodrum, on the
Agean Coast. Considered to be one of the
most elite villages on the Bodrum Peninsula.
The project consists of 75 private villas,
designed to capture a sense of timeless
luxury with a specific emphasis on integration
into the landscape.

Lanzerac is an historic wine estate on the
fringe of Stellenbosch in the Cape Winelands.
A new Spa, Café and 35 contemporary
residential units, varying in size, are aimed to
sensitively integrate with the buildings on the
estate.

Located on the northern tip of Mauritius in
Grand Baie, Le Parc de Mont Choisy is the
only residential golf and beach estate in the
North of Mauritius.

The One & Only brand, synonymous with
luxury and sophistication, is renowned for
hotels and resorts that effortlessly integrate
into their environments; each property offers
a unique look and feel, embracing the local
culture of a region.

Bodrum Turkey

Cape Town South Africa

Grand Baie Mauritius

Le St Geran Mauritius

SPECIAL CAPABILITIES

DESIGN
Our architectural designers are highly
skilled and experienced, allowing schemes
to be conceptualised in dynamic, yet legible
presentations. The design process can
therefore develop swiftly with the precise
method of achieving objectives and testing
the solutions comprehensively. SAOTA
have done a substantial amount of projects
abroad and have skills in achieving the
project requirements set.
The design
architects are backed up by an advanced
computer aided drawing office capable of
detailed 3D analysis and presentation.
TECHNICAL
The office has developed advanced
technical skills related to, i) Construction
Detailing, ii) Building Services and iii)
Contract Administration of projects. Further,
in working on projects abroad the office
has had experience with multi- disciplinary
project teams made up of consultants from
companies from various countries.
SYSTEMS
SAOTA have developed advanced systems
for co-ordination of the projects across
all stages of the architects service. This
ensures that client presentations, design
reviews,
Technical
Documentation,
Tendering and Contract Administration are
managed to the highest quality standards.

SAOTA also uses REVIT, the leading
Building Information Modelling (BIM)
software
available
allowing
us
to
develop and document a building in a 3
dimensional environment. Any changes
are immediately co-ordinated through the
entire documentation package. It also gives
us unprecedented control over the coordination of structure and services when
working with consultants using the same
platform.
Lumion is used as an architectural
visualization tool which allows us to build
a 3D environment and create images of
each project. Furthermore impressive video
presentations and live walkthroughs are
created.
Together with Tenebris Lab Director, Gerard
Slee, SAOTA developed LUX Walker, a
software enabling designers and clients to
experience their designs in virtual reality. It’s
a workflow tool that renders a realistic, trueto-life scale representation of a 3D model
that clients can easily interact with.

AWARD WINING DESIGN FIRM

EXCLUSIVE MEDIA COVERAGE

238K

76K

21K

4.5K
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