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SAOTA has a global footprint with projects 
across six continents. 

With projects underway in multiple cities 
across the globe, the studio has the well 
developed systems and tools in place to 
work remotely. 
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We strive to promote a service marked by excellence both 
in our buildings and in addressing the needs of our clients, 
with the focus on high standards & elegance.

SAOTA, a leading firm of architects is driven 
by the dynamic combination of Stefan 
Antoni, Philip Olmesdahl, Greg Truen, 
Phillippe Fouché and Mark Bullivant who 
share a potent vision easily distinguished in 
their design. 

This, paired with both an innovative 
and dedicated approach to the design, 
documentation and execution of projects 
globally, has seen SAOTA become an 
internationally sought-after brand. 

SAOTA has a global footprint with projects 
on six continents.  We have a clear 
understanding of the place of design in 
the world and how to deliver architectural 
projects in diverse markets. 

This success is driven by a design 
philosophy that connects function and form, 
and the pursuit of true architectural design 
to create appropriate solutions. 

The focus on achieving maximum value has 
also led to global invitations to design, build 
and create highly prestigious projects. 

The philosophy of practice is embodied in 
the spirit of enquiry that flourishes amongst 
its staff. This spirit not only guides the firm, 
but enables it to maintain its position as 
definitive designers in a highly competitive 
and fast-changing industry. Increased 
exposure to the global marketplace has 
seen SAOTA flourish as cities and contexts 
allow for infinite inspiration which can be 
seen radiating from the approach to design. 

SAOTA is also focused on using the most 
current computer technology in its design 
process, both to understand the design and 
to communicate the design to our clients. To 
this end we are world leaders in the use of 
Revit and have also developed virtual reality 
tools for use in our process.

COMPANY PROFILE



HOTELS AND RESORTS

RADISSON BLU HOTEL          Dakar   Senegal



Overlooking the Atlantic Ocean and tucked 
away in the Fann Corniche, an area in the 
south of the city that houses exclusive villas 
and international embassies, the Radisson 
Blu Hotel is a contemporary expression of 
Senegalese style. 

The hotel was commissioned by the 
Teyliom Group and forms part of a larger 
development that includes designer retail 
stores, apartments, spas, cinemas and a 
bowling alley. 

The brief called for 180 suites, a fine-dining 
restaurant, an all-day restaurant, conference 
facilities, meeting rooms and admin facilities.

The site is accessed by the Route De la 
Corniche Ouest and the historically significant 

RADISSON BLU HOTEL
Dakar   Senegal

Place du Souvenir borders the site towards 
the south. The corniche is an important public 
facility and a condition of the development 
was that the bulk of the building needed to 
be developed below road level.

The angled diagram of the building was 
developed to take full advantage of the ocean 
views towards the west. 

The dramatic entrance with quadruple-
volume foyer space and spiral staircase is 
the primary node connecting the rooms to 
the pool and restaurant levels below, as well 
as the conferencing facilities. 
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RIVERSIDE    Guangzhou   China
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The picturesque site of Riverside is situated 
along a river and nestled below a series of 
mountains that has become a popular holiday 
destination in this rural setting of Zhongshan. 

The design of the holiday hub that is 
completely immersed with nature, includes 
offices, multi-use buildings, a hotel with a 
gym and spa. 

The landscape architect, GreenInc was part 
of the design process from the start to ensure 
the architecture is fully immersed with the 
landscape. 

The design is barely seen from the South, 
only planted roofs, skylights and water 
features are hints of the architecture. The 
northern façade, on the other hand, opens 

RIVERSIDE
Guangzhou   China

to the riverside with a series of ramps and 
steps. Viewing pods along the walkway 
create pause moments that weave together 
the landscape and the architecture..
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LE ST GERAN    Le Saint Géran    Mauritius
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Le St Géran was designed from masterplan 
level to design development and includes 
a residential component for a prominent 
existing hotel in Poste du Flacq in Mauritius 
consisting of 58 villas, a beach club and 
reception building.

The development will take the place of the 
Le Saint Géran Golf Course. Retaining the 
majority of the existing vegetation of the site 
became one of the key driving features in the 
design of the masterplan layout. 

The villas on the site range from two to 
six bedrooms. The styles of the villas are 
based on a contemporary interpretation of 
traditional Mauritian architecture through 
utilising natural and local materials.

LE ST GERAN
Le Saint Géran    Mauritius

Strong emphasis is placed on the connection 
between internal and external entertainment 
spaces and utilising courtyards to protect 
these spaces from the predominant winds on 
the site.    
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THE RETREAT     Los Angeles    USA
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THE RETREAT
Los Angeles    USA

HOTELS AND RESORTS

Luxury resort & estates, The Retreat is high 
within the elitist Beverly Hills with nearly 150 
000 square meters of untouched, oak-tree 
covered, and rolling hillside. 

Preservation of the indigenous oak trees 
covering the hills was of the utmost 
importance. 40 villas, seven estate houses 
and a six-storey hotel were strategically 
placed on these hills.

The need for preservation as well as the 
steep slope of the site meant vehicular 
access would be kept to a minimum – 
instead visitors can catch a ride up the hill 
on a funicular or be escorted in a buggy from 
one of the satellite collection points. 

Some key design objectives were maintaining 
privacy between villas while achieving 
maximum exposure to views and natural 
light, minimum impact on the surrounding 
context/vegetation, and the use of natural 
finishes while still attaining the luxurious 
aesthetic and feel, inherent in Cheval Blanc 
hotels.



GAME LODGE        City  China
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In Shenzhen, China this project was inspired 
by the game lodges of Africa. The 1500m² 
resort includes a clubhouse and a mix of 
one, two- and three-bedroom units.

Maintaining and enhancing the existing 
landscape and vegetation was the primary 
design determinant for this development, 
the idea of the landscape coming before 
architecture.

Access to the site is gained from the existing 
road along the north property boundary, with 
two entrances – public and private. 

Views out across the reservoir were 
important along with the buildings being 
concealed within the tree canopy through 
considered positioning and use of natural 

materials. Therefore, the design called for 
the buildings to be placed as high up the 
slopes as possible. 

The form of the clubhouse and units 
consists of simple horizontal slabs and roofs 
connected to the landscape combined with 
dynamic steep pitched roofs that create an 
exciting skyline and unique double volume 
spaces underneath. 

Natural material colours and finishes have 
been employed throughout the design to 
integrate the buildings into the landscape. 

HOTELS AND RESORTS

GAME LODGE
City  China



BEACH CLUB      Mahe    Mauritius
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A neglected site was converted into the 
newest “membership only” shorefront Beach 
Club. Giving limited access to a “lifestyle” 
amenity which many of the luxury residential 
golf course developments don’t provide. 

The approach was to design a sequence of 
spaces and pause moments throughout the 
site’s depth, so that it is experienced as a set 
of events as you make your way down to the 
main pool and view at the water’s edge. 

Architecturally there is a gentle play between 
solid (private) and void (public) and screened 
(semi-public) which relates to how the spaces 
are used.  

The entrance, being quite solid only allows 
passers-by to imagine what lies beyond, with 

a small hint through a cut out in the heavy 
stone wall and a subtle slipway entrance. 

The building opens up gradually with a 
permeable “umbrella” screen overhead, to 
the mirage of ponds, bars, pools and floating 
island cabanas. 

Conceptually, the foundation is in traditional 
Mauritian architecture and materials, stone 
and white colonial filigree, which were 
enhanced with a palette of marbles, terrazzo 
and mirrored walls to set the scene.

HOTELS AND RESORTS

BEACH CLUB
Mahe Mauritius
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HATTA MOUNTAIN RESORT  Dubai UAE
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HATTA MOUNTAIN RESORT
Dubai   UAE

40 key luxury camp located in the Arabian 
desert. Understated luxury within the rugged 
landscape makes for primal but sophisticated 
experience. 

Working with a meticulously recorded 
landscape of the desert, this lodge draws on 
found materials and locally inspired motifs, 
which combined with contemporary detailing, 
offer a unique hospitality experience. 

Following a study of vistas, geology and 
seasonal watercourses, the Mountain Resort 
Spa and Restaurant are sensitively set among 
beautiful desert rock formations to inspire 
contemplation of this special landscape.



ADAPTIVE REUSE    Dubai UAE
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ADAPTIVE REUSE
Dubai   UAE

A 50,000sqm commercial & retail precinct in 
the heart of Dubai, was designed to celebrate 
the rich cultural and architectural heritage 
of the region, through an ‘adaptive reuse” 
aesthetic. 

Numerous small shops and studios are set 
around wider public spaces to create a rich 
and varied urban tapestry.  

This design aesthetic seeks to blend 
vernacular fabric with contemporary urban 
working and living so as to create rich and 
layered architecture that moves away from 
the conventional mall experience towards a 
vibrant and culture-inspired retail precinct. 
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ADAM AND EVE    Koh Samui   Thailand
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This little nest of luxury intends to shelter 
honeymoon couples when they’re not out 
exploring the beautiful island of Koh Samui. 

Perched on a very steep site overlooking 
the ocean, the units are u-shaped protective 
shells scattered in an untouched ‘eden-
like’ landscape, the interiors playing on the 
themes of purity and uncluttered comfort.

ADAM AND EVE
Koh Samui   Thailand
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JARDIN HOTEL       Abidjan  Ivory Coast
A business hotel incorporating public and conference facilities in a 
generous elevated podium deck.



CHEETAH PLAINS Sabi Sands  South Africa
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Cheetah Plains is a new Game Lodge 
designed by ARRCC located in the Sabi 
Sand, South Africa, a wildlife sanctuary 
bordering the Kruger National Park.

The clients chose to pursue a different 
offering for the market; by avoiding the typical 
typology of creating a central communal 
space surrounded by bed-room suites, the 
accommodation is split into three separate, 
private components referred to as the “Plains 
Houses.”

The Plains Houses are made up of clusters of 
free-standing buildings carefully arranged to 
accommo-date existing natural features such 
as trees, typography and views – thereby 
minimising intrusion into the landscape. Over 
time, nature will further soften and absorb 

CHEETAH PLAINS
Sabi Sands   South Africa

the sculptural masses into their environment. 
Each house is comprised of a main communal 
living building surrounded by four-bedroom 
suites. 

The living facilities include a private arrival 
courtyard with covered waiting canopies, an 
expansive open plan Lounge, Dining and Bar 
space with adjoining air-conditioned Wine 
Room, a more private Family Room, outdoor 
boma area, expansive terrace and heated 
pool. Across from the pool a sculptural raw 
steel Pool Pavilion, inspired by the canopy 
of the local Tamboti tree, perches over the 
bush. 

Each house is also equipped with its own 
commercial kitchen with dedicated Chef and 
culinary team.

HOTELS AND RESORTS
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SINDIA CAMP  Sindia  Senegal



On the edge of the Réserve de Bandia, 50km 
south-east of Senegal’s capital, Dakar, is 
Sindia Camp.

Set in an ancient baobab forest, this 
contemporary private desert wilderness 
eco-lodge and equestrian center has been 
created by leading interior design specialists 
ARRCC as an idyllic family retreat for  
a prominent West African businessman. 

Sindia Camp takes luxury private lodge 
design and style to a new level with  
a bold and contemporary interpretation of the 
classic African tented camp. 

This striking open-plan design comprises five 
private double-bedroom suites, two lounge 
pavilions and a modern equestrian stable, all 

SINDIA CAMP 
Sindia   Senegal

screened at its entrance by a dramatic nine-
meter-high sandstone wall. 
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ALPHEN HOTEL Cape Town   South Africa
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After the historic Alphen Hotel in the 
Constantia Valley re-opened as a 5-star 
boutique establishment, the 4.5-hectare 
property offers boutique accommodation with 
two independently operated restaurants.  

Further features include three bars, a deli, a 
conference and business centre, and outdoor 
events facilities – all open to the public.

Not your traditional 5-star hotel, a modern 
and playful twist has been added to the 
décor and design, whilst preserving the rich 
backdrop of history. The concept marries 
the old with the new and part of the décor 
is an extensive private collection of antique 
furniture and art, combined with specially 
commissioned oversized, contemporary new 
works.

ALPHEN HOTEL
Cape Town   South Africa



LONGCHEER YACHT CLUB          Shenzhen  China

HOTELS AND RESORTS



In Dapeng Peninsula, Shenzhen, 50 kilometres 
away from the downtown area, is a popular 
sailing venue that has seen many international 
competitions.

The existing yacht club and dock was 
redesigned and rebuilt to incorporate a new 
private club, a 300-room hotel and an outdoor 
sports school. The total floor area is 55,000m² 
and is located on a 470m coastline. The 
design aims to share the beautiful seascape 
between the yacht and the city, ensuring 
there are uninterrupted views of the ocean. 

There are four small pavilions with a 40m 
distance between each other from which 
people can still easily see the sea. The 

LONGCHEER YACHT CLUB
Shenzhen  China 

pavilions present a light image with polygonal 
plate roofs cantilevered from all sides. The 
main building below the urban road level is 
five stories with a length of 400 meters, which 
is bent into four segments in accordance with 
the coastline.  
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Located in The World islands, Dubai,  
as part of the Heart of Europe hospitality 
development, this 469-key Ibiza-
themed hotel principally focuses on the 
lively central lagoon, while at the same  
time responding to the adjacent pedestrian-
dominant marina and guest-arrival forecourt.

Applying this theme to this resulted in the 
hotel having a distinct design character 
that engages with guests at various scales: 
from a large art-dominated public forecourt 
leading to an impressive triple-volume lobby, 
from intimate dining options along the marina 
to the other worldly lagoon at the heart of the 
hotel.

HOTELS AND RESORTS

THE HEART OF EUROPE
Dubai   UAE
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EPIQUE  Bodrum   Turkey



EPIQUE
Bodrum   Turkey

MULTI RESIDENTIAL

Yalikavak, 18 kilometers from Bodrum, on the 
Agean Coast. Considered to be one of the 
most elite villages on the Bodrum Peninsula.

A contemporary residential development on 
the prestigious coast of Yalikavak in Bodrum, 
Turkey, redefining the concept of “personal 
luxury” in this region. The project consists of 
75 private villas, designed to capture a sense 
of timeless luxury with a specific emphasis 
on integration into the landscape. 

These villas have a dedicated beach and 
related clubhouse facilities, and share the 
peninsula with a 100 berth marina, primarily 
for villa owners.

STATUS: Under Construction
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COSTA RICA RESORT  Costa Rica   Central America
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COSTA RICA RESORT
Costa Rica   Central America

Located in Punta Sabana, Costa Rica. 
Encompassing the forest, beach and the 
ocean while transforming hues of red earth 
in the dry season to a lush green landscape 
in the rainy season. 

The diverse landscape is characterized 
by expansive beaches that edge densely 
forested banks, dramatic sheer cliffs and 
rocky outcrops that puncture the ocean.

The program included the conceptualization 
of a master plan referencing restaurants, 
beach clubs, spa and fitness facilities, and 
various accommodation types. 
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On the edge of the Réserve de Bandia, 50km 
south-east of Senegal’s capital, Dakar, is
Sindia Camp.

Set in an ancient baobab forest, this 
contemporary private desert wilderness 
eco-lodge and equestrian centre has been 
created by leading interior design specialists 
ARRCC as an idyllic family retreat for a 
prominent West African businessman. 

The design of this resort was inspired by 
the traditional architecture of the ‘fulbes’ 
– semi nomadic shepherd people living 
in the savannah zone in Senegal. This 
traditional housing has been reinterpreted in 
a very contemporary yet enduring way, with 
sensitivity to the environment in which it was 
built.

SINDIA RESORT
Sindia   Senegal

Sindia Camp takes luxury private lodge 
design and style to a new level with a bold and 
contemporary interpretation of the classic 
African tented camp. The contemporary 
finishes have been combined with traditional 
craftsmanship in the detail of the project so 
that old and new worlds live harmoniously in 
this resort which sets a new benchmark for 
Senegal.

This striking open-plan design comprises five 
private double-bedroom suites, two lounge 
pavilions and a modern equestrian stable, all 
screened at its entrance by a dramatic nine-
meter-high sandstone wall.



Perfectly situated on the water’s edge 10 
kilometres south of Luanda, this proposed 
260-room luxury hotel is designed to serve 
the city’s growing business needs, whilst also 
attracting the weekend local leisure market 
and those travelling to the popular Mussulo 
Peninsula, which is a short boat trip away 
from the hotel’s marina. 

The project has 260 sea-facing rooms, 
conferencing facilities, residential penthouses 
and beach villas, a yacht club, a business 
centre, spas and gyms, and eight restaurants 
and cafes. 

It will also have private transport facilities 
that will give guests access to Mussulo 
Island. The concept is a perfect blend of 
resort luxury and business discernment. 

Transitioning from conferencing and elegant 
dining at the entrance down to a yacht club 
and beach bars on the beach the building 
reflects Luanda’s vibrant spirit. 

The hotel has been developed by FiniCorp 
with interiors by ARRCC. 

HOTELS AND RESORTS

QUINTA ROSA
Luanda   Angola



Zilwa, is a five-star luxury island resort 
and marina situated on St Anne Island, 
Seychelles. 

Comprising two exclusive hotels, a marina 
restaurant and retail facilities, beach and 
sports clubs, hillside villas and fractional 
units, this development exudes both elegant 
sensuality and understated chic – the ultimate 
barefoot luxury.

HOTELS AND RESORTS

ZILWA
St Anne Island   Seychelles



TERROIR  Stellenbosch   South Africa

HOTELS AND RESORTS



The transformation of the Cordoba wine 
estate on Northern slopes of the Helderberg, 
includes a 64 room hotel and amenities, the 
expansion of the existing winery, a spa and 
the renovation of the historic manor house, 
courtyard and outbuildings.

The arrival, restaurant and shared amenities 
are arranged around a courtyard, cut into the 
existing slope to provide protection from the 
prevailing winds. The hotel suites terrace 
down the slope, following the contours 
and allowing vines to be planted on the 
agricultural roofs. 

The re-design of the winery provided an 
opportunity for a small amphitheatre. The 
existing manor house and surrounding 
outbuildings are re-imagined as small country 

TERROIR
Stellenbosch   South Africa

village providing space for small retail (local 
cheese & charcuterie deli and bakery) and 
a small market. A small spa is positioned 
above a dam, allowing the mountain stream 
to cascade through the building. 

The architectural character responds to 
the Cape vernacular language through the 
use of material and the distinctive space-
making elements like the “werf”, well-defined 
thresholds defined by wide seat walls as well 
as water troughs typically used in this region.

HOTELS AND RESORTS
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HOTEL CONAKRY     Conakry   Guinea



NooM Hotel Conakry is the first of a number 
of hotels for the Mangalis Hotel Group in West 
and Central Africa – sets a new benchmark 
in the three- to four-star hotel market. 

 Located on an irregular part of the coastline, 
the hotel design is inspired by its coastal site, 
with the linear form of the building thrusting 
towards the sea.  

Particular focus was given to the site master 
planning; with inclusion of generous outdoor 
recreational areas which enjoy sea frontage 
and sunsets towards the west. 

NooM Hotel Conakry is best appreciated for 
its reception, bar area and main dining room 
area.  Attention has also been given to state-
of-the-art conferencing facilities.

HOTELS AND RESORTS

HOTEL CONAKRY
Conakry   Guinea
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HOTEL DOUALA  Douala   Cameroon



This business hotel, located within urban 
Douala, Cameroon, is positioned on a 
promontory overlooking the working harbour 
and river delta.

The design of this contemporary hotel, 
containing world-class facilities and 
accommodation, has an aesthetic that draws 
strongly on its African context. 

With a bold simplicity, inspired by local 
textiles and earthenware, the sculptural form 
containing the guest suites is elevated on a 
generous podium, which contains the various 
public and conferencing facilities, creating a 
striking silhouette when viewed from below, 
while offering guests a panoramic view 
across both the city and delta. 

HOTELS AND RESORTS

HOTEL DOUALA
Douala   Cameroon
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HOTEL ABIDJAN   Abidjan   Ivory Coast



A 25-storey hotel, conference centre and 
apartment building located on a tight urban 
site overlooking the Boulevard de Gaulle. 

The main hotel pool deck is elevated eight 
storeys above street level, providing dramatic 
lagoon and city views.

STATUS: Under Construction

HOTELS AND RESORTS

HOTEL ABIDJAN
Abidjan   Ivory Coast



As part of the first-phase roll out of a new 
hospitality brand within West and Central 
Africa, this three-star business hotel is located 
in central Pointe-Noire, a coastal Congolese 
city known for it’s pristine beaches, and 
incorporates public and conference facilities 
in a generous elevated podium deck that 
capitalises on distant city and harbour views.

Inspired by the regional urban fabric, and 
referencing the local timber trade, the built 
form is contemporary with roots in the 
heritage of Pointe-Noire. 

Particular attention is given to key elements, 
such as the inclusion of generous outdoor 
recreational areas, the Afro-centric reception, 
bar area and main dining room area as well 
as the world-class conferencing facilities.

HOTEL POINTE-NOIRE
Pointe-Noire  Congo
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As part of the first phase roll-out of a new 
hospitality brand within West and Central 
Africa, this three-star business hotel is 
located on the coast of Cotonou, within 
convenient proximity to the Cotonou 
International Airport, and incorporates public 
and conference facilities.

The façade takes inspiration from the local 
textile industry, creating a graphic, geometric 
identity. Particular attention was given to key 
elements, such as the inclusion of generous 
outdoor recreational areas, bar area and main 
dining room area as well as conferencing 
facilities.

HOTEL COTONOU
Cotonou  Benin
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POPENGUINE
Popenguine   Senegal

SUSHI BAR
Dakar   Senegal

PORTONOVI
Kumbor  Montengro



SINGLE RESIDENTIAL

OVD 919  Cape Town  South Africa



The site is positioned on the mountain ridge 
below Lions Head with views of Robben 
Island to the North and Camps Bay and the 
Twelve Apostles to the South.  

Working with a relatively steep site and the 
fact that the southern boundary is shared 
with a National Park, the design took on a 
sensitive approach. The secondary spaces 
were positioned at the lower levels with care 
taken to limit excavation.  

From the road these levels are concealed 
by a large North facing landscape wall – its 
customised angular design achieves a natural 
result.  Strategically positioned penetrations 
within the landscape wall permit natural light 
and ventilation to the rooms beyond but 
glazing is set back and thereby concealed. 

The building is limited to only two storeys 
above the ridge.  The main living areas, pool 
terrace and garden are below with the family 
bedrooms strategically positioned at the 
uppermost level for privacy.

The ‘layering’ of the house permits different 
experiences in different spaces.  From the 
main stairs the linearity of the customised 
cast bronze coffee bar leads one into the 
‘heart of the home’ - the Kitchen.  The 
Kitchen in turn spills into the Dining Room 
and the Summer Lounge with its high ceiling 
of ribbed concrete. 

SINGLE RESIDENTIAL

OVD 919
Cape Town   South Africa



KLOOF 119A Cape Town  South Africa

SINGLE RESIDENTIAL



This SAOTA designed family home is 
positioned below Lion’s Head; with views of 
Table Mountain, Lion’s Head, Signal Hill, the 
city of Cape Town and the mountains of the 
Boland and the winelands in the distance, 
the architecture is shaped to take in as much 
of the surrounding as is possible. 

The strongest gesture is the inverted pyramid 
roof which creates a clerestory window 
around the upper level.  It allows the building 
to open up, capturing views of Table Mountain 
and Lion’s Head that would otherwise have 
been lost. 

This has also opened up views of the sky 
bringing the sun and moon into the home, 
heightening the connection to nature and its 
cycles.

KLOOF 119A
Cape Town   South Africa

The house presents a stone wall, built in a 
traditional Cape way, to the busy city street 
that it sits on, revealing very little about its 
interior. At night, the inverted pyramid roof 
glows creating a giant lightbox adding to the 
intrigue. 

One enters the house through the large 
metal front door, which sits between the 
house proper and the stone wall, into a small 
entrance lobby connected to a courtyard 
garden. From this restrained quiet space a 
few steps take you up into the living space 
with its cinematic bold views over the city.

SINGLE RESIDENTIAL



STRADELLA Los Angeles  USA

SINGLE RESIDENTIAL



SAOTA’s first completed project in Los 
Angeles, Stradella, is a remodel of an existing 
1970’s house on a beautiful promontory in 
Bel Air. 

The original layout of site and dwelling were 
well planned to ensure privacy from the street 
and to address spectacular views over the 
LA basin, capturing the full panorama from 
Downtown to Century City, with mountains to 
the east and ocean to the south. 

On the client’s instruction to expunge all traces 
of the original Spanish style architecture, 
SAOTA decided to strip the existing house 
back to its timber skeleton, maximize the 
square footage and, by reinforcing or 
extending where necessary, create generous 
openings to draw the beautiful West Coast 

STRADELLA
Los Angeles   USA

light, the rolling vistas and the verdant 
setting deep into the floorplan. This concept 
of “inviting the outside in” encapsulates 
the SAOTA approach, and at Stradella 
these informed design decisions ranging 
from space planning to façade design, 
landscaping, lighting, window configuration 
and shading details. 

SINGLE RESIDENTIAL



SINGLE RESIDENTIAL

BEYOND Cape Town  South Africa



Beyond is a contemporary setting for life 
and art, where the full comfort of a modern 
home is potently married to an elemental 
architecture drawn from its dramatic setting.   

Perched on the shoulders of Lion’s Head, 
the home, designed by SAOTA, springs from 
a steep hillside that drops off to the famous 
sequence of Clifton’s white beaches to the 
Twelve Apostles beyond. 

Entry from Nettleton Road - the most sought-
after street in South Africa - gives a carefully 
composed impression of four lower stories 
with tantalising glimpses of two more levels 
towering above. 

The lower levels play host to six generous 
bedrooms, three of which can be interlinked 

BEYOND
Cape Town   South Africa

for a family suite, and to a double volume 
entertainment space complete with spa, 
games and cinema. Principal living is at 
the very top of the building – an expansive, 
double-height open plan space which houses 
kitchen, bar, dining, living and family rooms 
as well as a winter lounge, study and art 
studio at a mezzanine level. 

The glazed lines between inside and out peel 
back to blur the boundaries in a continuous 
transparent space which links a generous 
back garden opening directly onto Table 
Mountain National Park to a pool which 
stretches out towards the sea in front

SINGLE RESIDENTIAL



SILVER PINEWOOD
Moscow   Russia

Situated in a unique residential area of 
Moscow, this contemporary family residence 
was designed as an array of spaces 
configured around an internal courtyard, 
roofed by a series of skylights to fill the home 
with natural light. 

SINGLE RESIDENTIAL

LAKE HOUSE
Geneva   Switzerland

DILIDO
Miami   USA

BORA HEADQUARTERS
Mallorca   spain

A contemporary residence and office with 
guest annex, on Lake Geneva, Switzerland. 
Powerful sculptural forms and lines, and 
the use of bold colours and sheer materials 
result in a taut composition.colours and sheer 
materials result in a taut composition. 

The setting for this Miami house is on a pie 
shaped lot on the southern tip of Dilido Island 
with superb views of the islands, downtown 
and South Beach. The house spills out onto 
the longer, waterfront elevation and draws on 
the jet-set lifestyle of Biscayne Bay, to evoke 
the experience of being on the deck of a 
super yacht.

This relaxed resort-style home and work 
environment, a short flight from Germany, 
blends into its surrounding bucolic landscape 
through its use of form and locally inspired 
materials.



MULTI RESIDENTIAL

EPIQUE  Bodrum   Turkey



EPIQUE
Bodrum   Turkey

MULTI RESIDENTIAL

Yalikavak, 18 kilometers from Bodrum, on the 
Agean Coast. Considered to be one of the 
most elite villages on the Bodrum Peninsula.

A contemporary residential development on 
the prestigious coast of Yalikavak in Bodrum, 
Turkey, redefining the concept of “personal 
luxury” in this region. The project consists of 
75 private villas, designed to capture a sense 
of timeless luxury with a specific emphasis 
on integration into the landscape. 

These villas have a dedicated beach and 
related clubhouse facilities, and share the 
peninsula with a 100 berth marina, primarily 
for villa owners.

STATUS: Under Construction



TEK
Dakar   Senegal

The development in the Mermoz-Sacré-
Coeur district in Dakar is comprised of three 
multi storey luxury apartment blocks: Tarou, 
Encore and Kebe. 

MULTI RESIDENTIAL

PUNE
Pune  India

LUXURY LIVING
Koh Samui   Thailand

ILORI
Lagos   Nigeria

This contemporary development has luxury 
duplexes, penthouses and apartments 
organised around distinctive garden courts. 
Amenities include: a gym, spa, clubhouse, 
library, cinema and an amphitheatre.  

Situated on a very steep hillside site this 
development comprises four luxury villas 
overlooking the northern shore of Koh Samui. 
A combination of climactic conditions and the 
need for privacy within a tight site informed 
the expressive roof design.   

The proposed six storey apartment building 
is situated on the western edge of the iconic 
Ikoyi Golf club in Lagos.



COMMERCIAL AND RETAIL

KIRSCH PHARMA  Bissendorf   Germany



A new conceptual design for Kirsch Pharma 
production site in Bissendorf, Germany. 
Attention was placed on the different use and 
detail of materials, textures and transparency 
to refine the design of each façade. 

Tying the components of the production site 
together with a sculptural canopy element 
and drawing attention to the arrival point 
through innovative use of form and lighting.

KIRSCH PHARMA
Bissendorf   Germany

COMMERCIAL AND RETAIL



COMMERCIAL AND RETAIL

KINGSWAY TOWER   Lagos   Nigeria



A striking office building in a busy commercial 
area comprising basement parking, ground 
floor retail and restaurants and offices. The 
façade is covered by a screen to add both 
aesthetic value and shading, limiting the 
amount of direct sunlight.

This iconic tower is positioned within the 
heart of a busy commercial node in the 
affluent Ikoyi district in Lagos, Nigeria. The 
building is designed as a mixed use high rise 
comprising basement parking, ground floor 
retail and multi-level offices. 

The podium, a bold undulating coffered slab, 
curves up towards the main entrance corner 
as if to frame and shelter the restless activity 
below. The climatically responsive Kingsway 
Tower is strategically orientated in a north 

KINGSWAY TOWER
Lagos   Nigeria

south position to reduce the solar load. The 
striking façade consists of an innovative 
shading screen and greenery along its 
spine enabling a more controlled interior 
environment and importantly establishing a 
distinct aesthetic value to allow the building 
to maintain a distinct identity in a rapidly 
transforming surrounding.

COMMERCIAL AND RETAIL



DT1
Luanda   Angola

Situated on a water facing site on the Ilha. 
A corporate office for an international oil 
company. The main level of open plan offices 
float over a double volume arrival foyer, with 
public facilities and boardrooms facing the 
lagoon.

COMMERCIAL AND RETAIL

OCULUS
Stockholm   Sweden

MTN HEADQUARTERS
Abidjan   Ivory Coast

FOCUS
Dakar   Senegal

A boutique hotel coupled with premium 
penthouse suites right on the water’s edge in 
Sweden. 

A 15 000m² office building which will become 
the gateway for a new office park development 
in the culturally rich Abidjan, Ivory Coast.  

An eight-storey, A-grade office development. 
The building has been designed to good 
principles of environmental design by limiting 
openings to the east and west façade, and 
incorporating a well-shaded north and south 
façade and a generous overhanging roof. 



PUBLIC AND CULTURAL

MANKGAILE PRIMARY SCHOOL             Limpopo   South Africa



Sponsored by PetroSA, this school 
commands the focal position in the village 
of Mankgaile in Limpopo, and replaces a 
rudimentary set of dilapidated buildings. 

The site is on a commanding position 
overlooking the village. Being the most 
important building in the village and as 
it will be used as the village community 
centre, place of gathering and functions and 
sporting events it was felt that the building 
needed to have a presence and a stature 
for the community. A formal and symmetrical 
arrangement was felt to be most appropriate 
to reinforce this aspect. 

The school is arranged along a rear spine 
acting virtually as a street connecting the 
centre public square or Forum and the 

MANKGAILE PRIMARY SCHOOL
Limpopo   South Africa

two outer classroom courtyards. The main 
entrance is through gates on the Southern 
end of the spine. Being double volume in 
height with portions permitting filtered light it 
provides for a certain air of drama. 

The Forum forms the centre and heart of the 
school and opens onto the grand veranda 
and covered loggia walkway overlooking the 
sports field. 

The colonnade is made up of steel posts 
with a pergola of latte providing shade in the 
afternoons and together with the filtered light 
forms a very light and permeable layer to the 
heavier and solid building behind. Toilets are 
positioned to allow for easy access for school 
or non-school events.

PUBLIC AND CULTURAL



PUBLIC AND CULTURAL

WALLACEDENE  Cape Town  South Africa



This project, still in concept phase, is located 
in the eastern suburb of Wallacedene, the 
poorest informal housing settlement in Cape 
Town. 

The brief was to design a multi-use community 
centre for both early childhood development 
and skills development training. 

The building needed to accommodate a 
number of classrooms for children between 
the ages of one and five, as well as a multi-
function school hall to be used after school 
hours by members of the community.

The building will belong to the community, 
which made it important to design a public 
open space where the community can interact 
with each other and their surrounding context. 

WALLACEDENE
Cape Town   South Africa

The challenge was to create something that 
is both secure and welcoming.

The triangular site is situated on a prominent 
corner in the centre of the township. The 
building has a grand, colourful presence with 
a wall of children’s art fired onto ceramic tiles. 

While creating a secure road edge, the 
playfulness of the internal architecture is 
hinted at through the classroom facade. The 
built-up edges break away and lead you in, 
under full sight of the glazed security office.

PUBLIC AND CULTURAL



This building creates a focus to the Faculty 
of Engineering and the Built Environment 
within The University of Cape Town (UCT). 
The elevations appear as tectonic plates in 
response to Table Mountain. Large openings 
visually connect the mountain to the learning 
spaces.

The development includes primarily academic 
offices and laboratories, as well as formal 
and social learning spaces. Departments are 
arranged around a southern-lit atrium and a 
prominent east-west break in the building, 
which allows views to the mountain. The 
laboratories are situated on the western 
edge of the building, while the southern and 
eastern edges are predominantly used as 
office space. The lower atrium and adjacent 
courtyard are activated by a social learning 

UCT NEB
Cape Town   South Africa

space on the entrance level that overlooks the 
activities in the civil engineering laboratories 
below. 

The upper campus building vocabulary and 
proportions are underlying in the architectural 
palette, although they have been reinterpreted 
and expressed in a more contemporary way. 
Inspired by the mountains behind (and the 
tectonic movement that created them), the 
external walls are expressed as heavy plates 
that delaminate towards the south, opening 
the internal spaces towards the mountain 
views, and allowing new connections to be 
made to the campus fabric and landscape. 

The prevalent UCT tiled roof is deconstructed 
and expressed as planes that float over the 
traditionally rendered walls

PUBLIC AND CULTURAL



Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University 
is the largest Higher Education institution 
in the Eastern and Southern Cape with an 
enrolment of 27 000 students located over 
six different campuses.

The proposed Business School is located on 
a prominent site within an existing campus 
in the centre of Port Elizabeth. The Business 
School provides 4,500m2 of accommodation, 
including auditoria, lecture venues and 
syndicate rooms; classrooms, multi-media 
facilities and departmental offices. 

The design of the Business School focuses 
on the visual and physical integration with 
the existing campus. Vehicular access and 
circulation patterns have been carefully 
developed to enhance the extent and quality 

NMMU
Port Elizabeth   South Africa

of the pedestrian realm. The proposed 
uildings frame and punctuate the landscaped 
spaces whilst providing shelter from prevailing 
winds. The architectural response places 
emphasis on the visual and material contrast 
of adaptable, flexible learning spaces with 
functionally specific venues. 

The proposal aims to be environmentally 
responsible through the use of shaded 
façades, the collection of solar and wind 
energy sources, water retention and 
recycling and though natural ventilation of  
internal spaces.

PUBLIC AND CULTURAL

Hotel Business School



MASTER PLANNING

ABATTA             Abidjan   Senegal



This residential estate is located on the 
lagoon outside Abidjan, in an area with 
several real estate programs in progress.

Designed around an identifiable system; the 
hierarchy of roads and public open spaces 
are easily accessible and recognisable by 
the users. 

The main axis roads, flanked with green 
avenues for pedestrians and a commercial 
sector, provide access to a large urban park 
and clubhouse zone adjacent the lagoon. 

Secondary roads branch off to access 
the residential zones, comprising of a 

ABATTA
Abidjan   Senegal

combination of single and double storey villa 
types and a series of private green spaces. 
The villas are positioned strategically in 
order to maximise privacy in a typically 
dense development. There is a distinctive 
architectural style of simple lines and white 
solid forms, with intermittent timber panels, 
screens and pergolas introduced to soften it. 

The roofs are lifted and tilted to bring 
natural light into the internal spaces, 
as well as enhance the rhythm of the 
roofs to avoid repetitiveness in this large  
residential development.

MASTER PLANNING



A structurally striking private resort placed on 
the edge of a man made water feature in the 
Senegalese countryside. 

Inspired by the nomadic Fulbe architecture of 
Senegal, Sindia forms part of a larger estate 
in the Dakar desert.

SINDIA RESORT
Sindia   Senegal

MASTER PLANNING



EPIQUE
Bodrum   Turkey

Yalikavak, 18 kilomentre from Bodrum, on the 
Agean Coast. Considered to be one of the 
most elite villages on the Bodrum Peninsula. 
The project consists of 75 private villas, 
designed to capture a sense of timeless 
luxury with a specific emphasis on integration 
into the landscape. 

One & Only Saint Géran

May 2017

Villas

Master Plan

N

MASTER PLANNING

LANZERAC
Cape Town   South Africa

MONT CHOISY
Grand Baie   Mauritius

LE ST GERAN
Le St Geran   Mauritius

Lanzerac is an historic wine estate on the 
fringe of Stellenbosch in the Cape Winelands. 
A new Spa, Café and 35 contemporary 
residential units, varying in size, are aimed to 
sensitively integrate with the buildings on the 
estate. 

Located on the northern tip of  Mauritius in 
Grand Baie, Le Parc de Mont Choisy is the 
only residential golf and beach estate in the 
North of Mauritius.

The One & Only brand, synonymous with 
luxury and sophistication, is renowned for 
hotels and resorts that effortlessly integrate 
into their environments; each property offers 
a unique look and feel, embracing the local 
culture of a region.



DESIGN
Our architectural designers are highly 
skilled and experienced, allowing schemes 
to be conceptualised in dynamic, yet legible 
presentations. The design process can 
therefore develop swiftly with the precise 
method of achieving objectives and testing 
the solutions comprehensively. SAOTA 
have done a substantial amount of projects 
abroad and have skills in achieving the 
project requirements set.  The design 
architects are backed up by an advanced 
computer aided drawing office capable of 
detailed 3D analysis and presentation.

TECHNICAL
The office has developed advanced 
technical skills related to, i) Construction 
Detailing, ii) Building Services and iii) 
Contract Administration of projects.  Further, 
in working on projects abroad the office 
has had experience with multi- disciplinary 
project teams made up of consultants from 
companies from various countries.

SYSTEMS
SAOTA have developed advanced systems 
for co-ordination of the projects across 
all stages of the architects service.  This 
ensures that client presentations, design 
reviews, Technical Documentation, 
Tendering and Contract Administration are 
managed to the highest quality standards. 

SAOTA also uses REVIT, the leading 
Building Information Modelling (BIM) 
software available allowing us to 
develop and document a building in a 3 
dimensional environment. Any changes 
are immediately co-ordinated through the 
entire documentation package. It also gives 
us unprecedented control over the co-
ordination of structure and services when 
working with consultants using the same 
platform.

Lumion is used as an architectural 
visualization tool which allows us to build 
a 3D environment and create images of 
each project. Furthermore impressive video 
presentations and live walkthroughs are 
created. 

Together with Tenebris Lab Director, Gerard 
Slee, SAOTA developed LUX Walker, a 
software enabling designers and clients to 
experience their designs in virtual reality. It’s 
a workflow tool that renders a realistic, true-
to-life scale representation of a 3D model 
that clients can easily interact with.

SPECIAL CAPABILITIES
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EXCLUSIVE MEDIA COVERAGE

238K 76K 21K 4.5K
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