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The original context for our work was Cape Town and we’ve built up a
great reputation here. And what’s amazing about Cape Town is that it’s
this little jet-set city that people love coming to. We’ve now built up quite
a large international clientele – people who’ve come here, seen our work,
lived in and experienced it, and who want it for themselves overseas, back
home. It seems that they’re not getting what they want from their local
architects who, as much as we imagine them to be advanced, shun the
lifestyle aspect of our kind of work.
But the real context for our work is this: we respond to lifestyle
requirements, but we go many steps further to create a glamorous lifestyle

shutters or screens. And that’s something that’s often quite a big driver for
design. Technically, how do you deal with them? Architecturally they play
a starring role. So you build this in from scratch, which is easier now that
there are computer programmes designed specifically for that purpose.
You can test your building as you design it and it might be that, hey, that’s
not quite where you thought it was going to be sited, but this is the better
position. That’s great and it means your buildings are really site-specific
and, in the end, more lifestyle-friendly.
People also like the fact that with our projects, architecture, décor
and garden seem so seamlessly in sync. You never feel that the architect

solution. It’s about casual, stylish living and people are much more aware
of it these days than they were, say, 10 or 15 years ago. How they live
in their homes is important, so are the ways in which they spend their
free time. We hear it all the time from friends: people don’t leave home
sometimes for a whole weekend. They want to be at home, in the garden,
by the pool, entertaining friends or just watching TV. In the last five years,
they’ve become much more critical and they’re more aware than ever
before, not just of design, but of lifestyle possibilities. Basically, all of them
want a great indoor space, a great outdoor space and a great terrace.
These days, people look up to interior designers and architects, and,
because everyone reads decorating and design magazines, they’re also
aware of trends in materials and furniture, and know who’s who. And
they’re critically focused on what a home says about them. They want
the lifestyles they see in those magazines, they want to be those people
living them. That drives them to be more demanding and in turn they
appreciate the essential character of our work. People also have more
money these days. They’re more easily able to realise their dreams and
create the dream homes they’ve always wanted. Easy, stylish living has
never been more accessible. And we give it glamour.
It’s got a lot to do with how we as architects relate the open flow of
indoor to outdoor as we strive for a bigger living experience in a single
building from the outset. Open-plan living areas might have modulated

did his job and simply left, handing over to an unseen decorator who
then came in and did his job sometimes in conflict with the architect’s
ideas. How this developed was quite simple: when we’d completed our
first couple of houses, we offered a free décor service in an effort to get
the interiors we wanted. But that was crazy, so then we offered an interior
décor service, which we called Antoni Associates. But then we struggled
to get suitable furniture, because 15 years ago there wasn’t anything to
buy. So we started Okha, a furniture and accessories showroom that’s
now enjoying huge success under Adam Court. A 21st-century glamour
underpins the entire look of the content of Okha, and it’s very suitable for
the kind of lifestyle we’re trying to express. It’s why our clients come to us,
after all. It’s as though buildings are in safe hands when Okha – and Antoni
Associates – lends a hand.
We design one-off pieces and we set the pace. It’s a holistic approach
and to us it was a simple, natural evolution. We’re very good at it and
it sets us apart from the rest. We believe that when you’re designing
a space, not only should you know how to orient it and understand
where the sun is, but you have to know where the furniture should go,
where best to put the TV and so on, otherwise you’re going to design
an unconsidered space. The minute you layer it in advance, it starts to
influence the design of the building – where walls and openings should
go, even where to put water features and how best to display paintings

floor and ceiling levels, which define and create zones that are seamlessly
connected to what we call outdoor rooms. The more classical approach
is to define interior as interior and exterior as exterior. We stretch that so
that buildings start feeling bigger and the whole experience is greater
as you move beyond the site, adding balconies and terraces that project
into the views and, in a sense, become part of them. Surprisingly, a lot of
architects don’t think that way. One of the principles we often follow when
we’re designing something is that the boundaries of the project aren’t the
building, they’re the site, and we try to engage with all of it. We’re not
unique in doing that, but we don’t regard a site as a piece of land that you
put a box on. The entire site is a stage set for a lifestyle.
And the climate is a unique factor for the site. You’ve got to address
it and be very aware of it. In the end it influences a building’s aspect.
Cape Town’s is not a unique climate. It’s not a desert or anything where
buildings have their own unique forms as practical responses to a type of
environment. But here, for example, controlling the sun will have a major
effect on what a building will turn out like. We find that on the Atlantic
Seaboard, particularly, with its heavy afternoon sun, buildings call for

and sculptures in relation to axis, light and so on. And suddenly the
building is a lot more complex and richer, because it’s an informed
solution. Decorators understand that you have to have these layers, but
when you speak to architects they don’t join the dots. Architects so often
pooh-pooh interiors and decorating as trivial.
In South Africa, we have enormous potential to explore and push
boundaries. Great sites are not difficult to come by and, if you have a
great client and a decent budget, you have the opportunity to push the
boundaries just that little bit more. We command a lot more respect with
clients now than when we first started, so we can push them and they trust
us. Building a house is a huge investment, so people tend to err on the
conservative side. What if it goes wrong and they can’t resell it? What if
they don’t like it? But as you become more credible as a team, you can
be a little bit more daring, and that’s been the change that’s been taking
place in recent years. Clients now just say, ‘great, let’s push it’. On the
other hand, we’re presenting things so much better and so much more
convincingly. I suppose we’ve matured and at the same time become
more edgy.
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Stefan Antoni | Silverbay Villa
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Stefan Antoni | Nettleton 195

‘

We respond to lifestyle requirements
but we go many steps further to create
a glamorous lifestyle solution.

stefan antoni | First Crescent
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